July 20, 2021

REMEMBERING PATRICIA
WILKINSON

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today with a heavy heart to
remember and honor Patricia
Wilkinson of Jackson, Mississippi, who
recently passed away at the age of 73.

Pat and her husband, Joe, retired to
St. Simons Island in my district.

I had the pleasure of serving with Joe
in the Georgia General Assembly and
the greater pleasure of calling Pat and
him friends.

Following graduation from the Uni-
versity of Mississippi, Pat followed in
her older sister’s footsteps to become a
flight attendant with Delta Airlines.
She spent 50 years as a highly re-
spected senior international Delta
flight attendant.

Outside of work, Pat was an active
member of the Sandy Springs Society
and the Woodward Academy Parents
Council.

Pat’s love for life and travel was con-
tagious. While she loved flying, noth-
ing could compare to the love she had
for her family. Her family was the cen-
ter of her world, and she brought joy
and unconditional love to all.

My thoughts and prayers are with
her family, friends, and all who knew
her during this most difficult time.

———

CHILD TAX CREDIT LIFTS UP
FAMILIES

(Mrs. MCBATH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. MCBATH. Mr. Speaker, there is
a special place in every parent’s heart
for summer with our children. My son,
Jordan, used to put on his little cleats
and a big hat and run out onto the field
to play tee-ball with his friends on Sat-
urday mornings. After that, we would
go to the pool to cool off; eat lunch
under a shady tree; play in the back-
yard as the day turned to dusk; and
read a story together as he drifted off
to sleep.

Truly, summer is for hardworking
parents to spend time with the little
ones that they love most. It is for our
children to grow and live and learn and
play.

That is why I am so proud that we
just passed the child tax credit into
law. It means more money in the pock-
ets of middle-class families. Now, over
680,000 families in my home State of
Georgia will receive a tax cut, and
these credits will raise over 160,000
children in Georgia out of poverty.

This is more funding for Georgia fam-
ilies to protect our children and to lift
up our communities.

—————

MARY WALLACE “WALLY” FUNK
HAS LED AN AMAZING LIFE
(Mrs. BICE of Oklahoma asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)
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Mrs. BICE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor the former Flying
Aggie, OKklahoma State University
graduate, and my Alpha Chi Omega so-
rority sister, Mary Wallace ‘Wally”
Funk, who today became the oldest
woman to have traveled to space. At 82
years old, Funk has led an amazing
life, from breaking down gender bar-
riers to careers in aviation, and now
space travel.

In my home State of Oklahoma at
Fort Sill, Funk achieved many firsts,
including the first female civilian
flight instructor, first female air safety
investigator, and the first female FAA
inspector.

Persistence is just one of the many
wonderful qualities to describe Funk.
When NASA began accepting women to
go to space in the late 1970s, she ap-
plied three times.

As a pioneer of the aviation and
space exploration, Funk’s courage, per-
severance, and leadership has posi-
tively impacted the science industry,
especially for women. Mr. Speaker, I
am truly honored to recognize Wally
Funk for her vast achievements.

————

AN EMOTIONAL DAY

(Mr. CARDENAS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker, today
is a very emotional day for me. I am so
proud to be a Member of the House of
Representatives, equally proud to be an
American-born citizen, and equally
proud to be raised by my two immi-
grant parents, who always believed
that in this country, the United States
of America, you can be the best that
you can be, and you can do the kinds of
things that in many parts of the world
a child of parents with a first- and sec-
ond-grade education doesn’t have the
opportunity to do.

Today we passed a bill, with the sup-
port of our staff and colleagues in the
House of Representatives, to help pro-
tect consumers, to put billions of dol-
lars back in the pockets of individuals
who have been and unfortunately will
be ripped off by bad actors across this
country, but they will be protected.

The faith of our government to work
for our people is being restored by re-
storing section 13(b) to the Federal
Trade Commission.

Again, this is a very emotional day
for me because my parents came to
this country, working in the fields,
harvesting fruits and vegetables to
help Americans eat, and I get to be a
Member of this House, harvesting votes
to help restore the confidence and faith
of the American people in our system.

————

CELEBRATING THE CAREER OF
DR. BRIAN TOTH

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to celebrate

H3739

the career of Dr. Brian Toth. Brian has
spent a total of 38 years in education.
He is a passionate and dedicated edu-
cation professional. Dr. Toth started
his career in 1983 as a math and com-
puter teacher in the Altoona Johns-
town Diocese system. Over the years,
Brian taught in five different school
districts, eventually reaching the
ranks of superintendent.

He is a proud graduate of Penn State
University, St. Francis University,
California University of Pennsylvania,
and the Indiana University of Pennsyl-
vania.

His dedication to his students and
the communities in which he worked is
admirable. Aside from serving for 18
years as a superintendent, Dr. Toth is
the former president of the Pennsyl-
vania Association of School Adminis-
trators and a former PASA governing
board member where he represented
IU8 and IU9.

He also served as a former vice presi-
dent of PA Local Government Invest-
ment Trust, a former PA representa-
tive on the American Association of
School Administrators governing
board, the former president of the
Pennsylvania School Study Council,
and the vice chair of the Community
Education Council.

I thank Brian for his continued serv-
ice in education and for his dedication
to his students. May he enjoy his re-
tirement.

———

BROADBAND FOR RURAL AMERICA

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, Congress
has appropriated well over $300 billion
to State and local governments over
the past 14 months to help provide
broadband access, but we must ensure
these funds are being utilized to meet
the needs of rural America.

This is only possible if Federal
broadband maps are accurate. Last
Congress I supported the Broadband
DATA Act, which was signed into law
and directed the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, or FCC, to allow
independent third-party data to chal-
lenge these maps.

Many States, including Georgia, have
already done their own work to iden-
tify areas with immediate broadband
needs.

I recently sent a bipartisan, bi-
cameral letter to the FCC urging them
to utilize data from the Georgia
Broadband Map program in their new
mapping program and insisting that
regular updates be provided to Con-
gress.

House Agriculture Republicans have
also marked up the Broadband for
Rural America Act, which will provide
targeted assistance to the least-con-
nected residents.

I look forward to working on bipar-
tisan solutions to ensure every house-
hold has broadband access while being
good stewards of taxpayer dollars.
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